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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2014

Order of Service

for an ecumenical act of worship

Is Christ divided?

Based on 1 Corinthians 1:1-17

Supplementary All-age Materials

1. Gathering in Hope and Unity

Gathering of the community

These traditional prayers could be supplemented by bringing an object from the direction mentioned and placing it in a central space. 
You will need: coloured sands or salt, available from craft shops or online, or colour salt with liquid food colourings by adding a few drops to a bowl of salt and mixing to the desired colour; spread it out on a tray until thoroughly dry. The colours could be as follows:

East: rising sun - yellow

South: warmth, guidance - deeper orange

West: rain, water - blue

North: wind, snow - white

Heavens: darkness and light - deep green

Earth: brown

The colours could also be adjusted to suit the local context. 

You will also need a piece of material, for example a sheet folded in half.

(
Before the service, spread the material out in a suitable area of the worship space. Use the features of the particular building you are in, for instance, there may not be room to place things on the floor, but it may be possible to create a kind of cascade down one or two steps, or to use the edge of a platform.
(
During the service, after the words from the East and the spoken response, someone walks slowly and carefully from that direction, holding a jar of yellow sand/salt. When they reach a the material, they carefully pour out some of the contents of their jar and place the jar beside the poured out salt/sand.

(
Repeat the process for each phrase of the prayer. Take time to appreciate each gift. Gradually something like a wheel of colour is created on the cloth. 
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(
Participating in this way would provide a silent role within the worship for those who are uncomfortable with speaking or reading. The actions could be performed by people of different ages. Ideally, they would also be people from the different participating churches. A short practice would be needed, just to have a sense of timing and the journey to be made. The pouring of the salt/sand could be mimed during the rehearsal, and the creation of a pattern of different colours on the cloth could then be a spontaneous act within the worship.
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As an alternative to using coloured salt or sand, the same effect with colours could be 
achieved using fabrics. Organza and net are both fairly inexpensive. One or two metres of each colour, brought forward and arranged in a kind of circular design would also make a similar focus.   

II. Listening for the Word of God

Sermon/Homily

In an all-age setting, it may be helpful to retell the Epistle and Gospel readings as a narrative. This version also has a spoken response with actions based on the Isaiah reading. Teach the words and actions of the response beforehand so that everyone can join in. This story will work best if the person presenting it has learnt the words so that they can retell it rather than read it.

Story script

Response
Action
God lives in the high and holy place,
Raise hands up as high as possible.
but God also lives with those who are humble.
Reach down towards the floor as low as possible.
God is special and holy and strong. God shines with goodness, more goodness than the world has ever seen. Sometimes people feel that God is so special and so holy, that they must make themselves special too, if they want to be God’s friends. They feel that they must reach up to God, not by being extra tall, but by being extra special. 

One day, Jesus and his friends were walking to a town called Capernaum. Now some of his friends began to argue. Each one wanted to be counted as the best friend of Jesus, a better friend than all the others. So each began to boast about the things they had done for Jesus, and the things that they knew about God. They argued about who prayed the most, who believed the most and who was the most loyal. They talked about who had known Jesus for the longest time, and who had given up the most to travel with him.

When they reached the house, Jesus asked them what they had been arguing about while they walked along. His friends did not answer. Jesus asked a child to come and stand in front of them. This is how you become friends with God, he said: by welcoming all God’s friends. 

Response
Action
God lives in the high and holy place,
Raise hands up as high as possible.

but God also lives with those who are humble.
Reach down towards the floor as low as possible.
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At the first Easter, Jesus rose from the dead and then returned to his Father in heaven. His followers began to meet to pray and worship together. These groups became the first churches. One was at a place called Corinth. Now the people at Corinth had never met Jesus personally, but they wanted to be his friends and followers. They had heard of his teachings and the wonderful things that he did and they wanted to live their lives for him. Jesus was so special and holy and strong. They wondered about the best way to be his followers and then they began to argue. ‘I do things Paul’s way,’ said one person. ‘No, that’s no good – you
should be more like Apollos – he’s a real follower of Jesus!’ said another. A third said, ‘You’re both wrong – you should live like Peter.’ 

The apostle Paul heard about their arguments and wrote them a letter. He said something like 
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this: ‘There is one Jesus, and all his friends should help each other to follow him. Don’t waste time saying that you are better than someone else.’

Response
Action
God lives in the high and holy place,
Raise hands up as high as possible.

but God also lives with those who are humble.
Reach down towards the floor as low as possible.
And now, here we are. We come from different churches and we bring different gifts, but we are all friends of Jesus who want to follow him. Let’s welcome each other and help each other. Let’s be careful not to waste time boasting and claiming that we are the best kind of Christian. We are God’s friends when we welcome all God’s friends.

Response
Action
God lives in the high and holy place,
Raise hands up as high as possible.

but God also lives with those who are humble.
Reach down towards the floor as low as possible.
III. Responding in Faith and Unity

A Metrical version of the Apostle’s Creed 

If the metrical version of the Creed is sung, the following actions could be taught. They are for all the congregation to do together (in as far as they are physically able) but could be led by an individual or group from the front. 

We believe in God the Father, 
Bring arms around to trace a large circle like a globe.
God almighty, by whose plan

earth and heaven sprang to being, 

all created things began.

We believe in Christ the Saviour, 
Mime cradling a baby.
Son of God in human frame, 

virgin-born, the child of Mary 

upon whom the Spirit came. 

Christ, who on the cross forsaken, 
Hold out arms in cross shape.
like a lamb to slaughter led, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

he descended to the dead.
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We believe in Jesus risen,

heaven’s king to rule and reign,

Bring two hands together in front of the body in a
to the Father’s side ascended
palms up, cupping gesture, and lift upwards, above
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till as judge he comes again.
head.
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We believe in God the Spirit;

in one Church, below, above:
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Bring hands down again separately, making a saints of God in one communion,

spiralling gesture.
one in holiness and love.
Join hands with others to your left and right.
So by faith, our sins forgiven, 

Christ our Saviour, Lord and friend, 

we shall rise with him in glory

to the life that knows no end.

Intercessory Prayers

Each bidding prayer is divided into three voices. To make a visual impact, an object could be brought forward between the second and the third voices, for example:
Voice 1: Let us remember those suffering in poverty and hunger.

Voice 2: Nearly one billion people go to bed hungry every night and two million children die from malnutrition every year.

Pause while a bowl of rice or a large loaf of bread is brought forward and held up for a moment for the congregation to see. It is then either added to the focal point created at the beginning of the service, or placed in an appropriate place at the front. 

Voice 3: Gracious God, we pray for an end to such suffering, in justice and peace.

Hear our prayer,

All: and, in your love, answer!
The objects used could be as follows

poverty/hunger – bread or rice

education – books or pen and paper

equality – a brightly coloured shawl

child health – a baby gro

complications in childbirth – a blanket

HIV and malaria – some medicine

creation – a pot plant

global partnership – a United Nations flag
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An alternative to bringing the objects forward would be to project images via a data projector, ideally building up a composite picture of all the images.


Some suggestions for hymns and songs for an all-age ecumenical service
When working in an all-age and ecumenical setting, it is important to try and choose music which is common to many of the traditions present, or easily learnable. The style of the music needs to be one which most people present can relate to and use as a focus for their worship. If a number of children are going to be present and they know hymns or songs from their school setting, one of these may be appropriate. 

When choosing hymns or songs, do consider the complexity of vocabulary, but don’t simply dismiss the majestic hymns of the past. If they are well known to the adults and valued by them, the children may ‘catch’ some of the feeling of this and be drawn into the worship, even though they are not able to follow every word.

It is always worth considering chants – either by the Taizé or Iona Communities – because the melodies are quick to learn through repetition, and the words can also be grasped and repeated by those who are too young to read them. When the chant is in another language, both children and adults begin in the same place, learning together. Some possible chants from the Taizé Community to fit with the them of this service might be:
Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s holy Name

I am sure that I shall see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living

Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kingdom

Laudate Dominum

The Kingdom of God is justice and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit

Ubi caritas et amor

From the Iona Community:

We walk his way (Ewe Thina)

Amen

Ameni

In love you summon

We will take what you offer

There are some traditional modern songs such as: ‘Bind us together, Lord’ or ‘Jesus put this song into our hearts’ which would fit with the themes of the service and are often sung holding hands or with some movement. 

Traditional hymns might include:

For all the saints

Praise my soul the King of heaven

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy

Come down, O love divine

All my hope on God is founded

These materials were written by Rachel Nicholls, an Anglican Priest, on behalf of ROOTS for Churches. ROOTS publishes weekly lectionary-based materials to support worship and learning across the whole church. Find out more at � HYPERLINK "http://www.rootsontheweb.com" �www.rootsontheweb.com� 
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